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tion failed on one occasion conspicuously and disas-
trously.    The Supreme Court of the United States
did not succeed in preventing by its mediation the
"War of Secession.    But the inference is not just.
The framers of the Constitution of the United States,
like succeeding generations of American statesmen,*"*
deliberately thrust the subject of Slavery as far as
they could out of their own sight.    It barely dis-
closes itself in the method of counting population
for the purpose of fixing the electoral basis of the
House of Representatives, and in the subsequently
famous provision of the Fourth Article, that persons
"bound to service or labour in one State7' shall be
delivered up if they escape into another.    But, on
the whole, the makers of the Constitution pass by on
the other side.    They have not the courage of their
opinions, whatever they were.    They neither guaran-
tee Slavery 011 the one hand, nor attempt to regulate
it on the other, or to provide for its gradual extinc-
tion.    When then, about seventy years afterwards,
the Supreme Court was asked to decide whether the
owner of slaves taking them into one of the terri-
tories of the Union, not yet organised as a State,
retained his right of ownership, it had not in reality
sufficient materials for a decision.    The grounds of
its judgment in the Dred Scott case may have been
perhaps  satisfactory to lawyers, but in themselves
they satisfied nobody else.    It is extremely signifi-